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Project Summary: We are exploring the changes in the health and well-being of
communities in the Gulf of Mexico over a 10 year period that includes 2010, the year of
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Using indicators of general health, economic and social
conditions, and ecosystem services at the county level, we will model the relationship of
communities’ well-being to the conditions of the environment. Changes in the ways that
communities interact with and benefit from the environment are of particular importance
for assessing the impact of environmental disasters on society.
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